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The best-selling author of Bringing Down the House (63 weeks on the New York Times best-
seller list and the basis for the hit movie 21) and The Accidental Billionaires (the basis for the
Academy Award-winning film The Social Network) delivers an epic drama of wealth, rivalry, and
betrayal among megawealthy Russian oligarchs - and its international repercussions.Once Upon
a Time in Russia is the untold true story of the larger-than-life billionaire oligarchs who surfed the
waves of privatization to reap riches after the fall of the Soviet regime: "Godfather of the Kremlin"
Boris Berezovsky, a former mathematician whose first entrepreneurial venture was running an
automobile reselling business, and Roman Abramovich, his dashing young protégé, who built a
multibillion-dollar empire of oil and aluminum. Locked in a complex, uniquely Russian
partnership, Berezovsky and Abramovich battled their way through the "Wild East" of Russia,
with Berezovsky acting as the younger man's krysha - his roof, his protector.Written with the
heart-stopping pacing of a thriller - but even more compelling because it is true - this story of
amassing obscene wealth and power depicts a rarefied world seldom seen up close. Under
Berezovsky's krysha, Abramovich built one of Russia's largest oil companies from the ground up
and in exchange made cash deliveries - including $491 million in just one year. But their
relationship frayed when Berezovsky attacked President Vladimir Putin in the media - and had to
flee to the UK. Abramovich continued to prosper. Dead bodies trailed Berezovsky's footsteps,
and threats followed him to London, where an associate of his died painfully and famously of
Polonium poisoning. Then Berezovsky himself was later found dead, declared a suicide.

"The emerging rock-star of Europe s anti-austerity uprising." --The Daily Telegraph"A brilliant
economist." --Bloomberg"The most interesting man in the world." --Business Insider"[A] fiery
maverick." --Fortune"Mr. Varoufakis tends to speak in thoughtful and theatrical tones that can
prompt strong reactions." --New York Times"European finance ministers have got an opponent
who will not recede easily. And one who, furthermore, appears to have the stamina of a long
distance runner to go the whole way." --The Guardian"A new politician...who is poised to change
how you and I think about those we elect to lead us." --Huffington PostAbout the AuthorYanis
Varoufakis is the former finance minister of Greece. A professor of economic theory at the
University of Athens and a visiting professor at the Lyndon B. Johnson School of Public Affairs,
University of Texas, Austin, he is the author of The Global Minotaur: America, the True Causes of
the Financial Crisis and the Future of the World, among others. In 2016 he formed a new pan-
European political party, Democracy in Europe Movement 2025 (DiEM).
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Bill Foldberg, “Excellent read that transcends business, true crime and the fall of the iron
curtain .. I heard the author on a podcast and wanted to give it a read due to the nature of
eastern Europe's current geopolitical climate (putting it lightly)and found his work appealing.I
found this book as as easy to read as it was exciting. Ben Mezrich is a highly decorated author,
and Harvard graduate and he knocked this one out of the park. The story featured in the book
tells a compelling narrative ,and gives the reader a peak into the the world of business after the
fall of the Soviet Union .It features a lengthy bibliography as well to support the many surreal
events captured within . I had a great time reading it and found it hard to put down .I wish he he
could have gone more in depth into the many ,many scenes captured in this book or even given
a transcribed interview with some of these seedy characters ,however I am certain he
interviewed many people for the book and would understand the reluctance from both sides to
do such a thing.”

Noah Fetherston, “The Oligarchs that ruled Russia reads like a spy novel. A behind the scenes
look at the handful of Oligarchs who rose to power following the break up of the Soviet Union. A
riveting account of the wealthy Oligarchs who ruthlessly took over all of Russias assets, and
fleecing the Russian people. Reads like a spy novel and details how they propped up
“puppet”politicians to achieve their goals ultimately conceding their control to the wealthiest and
most powerful Oligarch of them all:  Vladimir Putin.”

CDP's Onceagain habit of purchasing, “Still reading, interesting and noteworthy.. May come
back and raise or lower the stars as needed. Enjoying the read at this point. Pertenant
information on the way the Soviets do business and they are still of the same frame of mind.
Done with review for now.”

W. D. Barnum, “Insights into that period of Russian history. This book, although based in fact,
reads more like a novel. The story of the Oligarch Boris Berezovsky starts with his already being
a powerful businessman in Russia in 1994, through his rise to the stature of Oligarch and to his
death, in the UK in 2013.A sub-plot centers on the life of KGB/FSB agent Alexander Litvinenko,
his links to Berezovsky and to his ultimate death in the UK in 2006 of Polonium 210
poisoning.The basic facts of the lives of these two individuals is fairly well known – in fact, you
can just check Wikipedia, if all you want are the bare facts. But, this book goes deeper and
through the relating of various meetings and stories, it fleshes out the basic story and makes it
come alive.I found one proofing error in the book – on page 190, the word “stagecraft” is printed
when it should have been “tradecraft” as it was referring to Litvinenko’s following basic anti-
surveillance techniques, normally referred to as “tradecraft” by those in the intelligence
services.The joke told “that the Lubyanka building (former home of the KGB, and current home
of the FSB) was the tallest building in Moscow, since you could see all the way to Siberia from



the basement” – was in fact a joke being told in Moscow following the collapse of the Soviet
Union – I personally heard it there in late 1991.I enjoyed this book – and had to keep reminding
myself that this was true and not just another spy novel – the insights this book gives to that
period of Russian history are worth the price of the book themselves.”

Samir Bhavnani, “Epic book for these times. Gives a great understanding of how we ended up
where we are today, Putins rise to power and the impact of perestroika”

Geoff Judge, “must read. It’s the story of how we are where we are today in Ukraine Yeltsin
creating the wealth for so few, one advancing Putin to president. Then Putin completely in
control. Reads like a spy thriller”

Amanda Friedman, “Exciting, Enjoyable, and Educational read.. Ben Mezrich's title is ironic in
that this high speed adventure story takes place in the Europe of the past decade. There is no
'far away' or 'happily ever after' element to this story. Instead this thriller takes us on a roller
coaster ride that hits you deep in the pit of your stomach. It's literally gut-wrenching. I held my
breath as his title character, mathematician turned entrepreneur, Boris Abramovitz Berezovsky,
navigated his way through the amoral corporate board rooms, government offices, billionaires'
yachts, and the luxurious homes of the super rich, in an attempt to amass, not millions, but
billions of dollars. His political and financial favors are not necessarily reciprocated when
poisoners spike his best friend and business partner's drink with radioactive polonium. How
fitting in this new world! We then watch Berezovsky's eventual downfall as his legal case for five
billion dollars in damages against his former protege (the largest civil law suit in recorded
history) doesn't go the way he had planned. By the end of the book, the reader is tacitly aware
that the buck always stops at the seat of power. Putin's agenda does not include the new would-
be titans of world industry. He has a totally different vision for the new Russia (although it bears a
striking resemblance to the Russia prior to the fall of the Berlin Wall). I highly recommend this
book.”

PauloMunich, “Good. Well written and interesting. The book concentrates on Boris Berezovsky
and also Roman Abramovitch.I think it was a good idea of the author to concentrate on just two
oligarchs, as the book would have become overloaded with long Russian surnames and too
much detail if he had tried to include several oligarchs.The author tries to replicate several
conversations. I don't know how he managed to do that without interviewing the participants. I
suspect a good amount of poetic licence in the book but nevertheless it proceeds quickly in an
entertaining manner”

Ebook Library Reader, “Once Upon a Time in the East (and elsewhere). I read this after reading
Robert Harris Harris's 'Archangel'. Unplanned; both were in my Kindle library and I was trying to
ration out my (fictional) thrillers, so this was my next choice. As well as explaining the role of the



oligarchs in post-communist Russia, it also gives an overview of that time of change. Characters
from the headlines, such as Berezovsky and Litvinenko take on a more rounded and human
form (although there *may* be some dramatic licence) as Ben Mezrich steers us through a
dramatic period in Russian and World history - it actually feels more like a thriller than a work of
non-fiction. Probably not the definitive account, but it's a useful read and recommended.”

Paul Branley, “Evidence that Truth and Lies are most certainly stranger than fiction………... This
is a well written, fascinating account of the greed and opportunities that occurred in the
aftermath of the fall of the USSR, and gives an insight into the relationships of famous names we
all recognise - Boris and Tatiana Yeltsin, Putin, Abramovich, Berezovsky and Litvinenko.
Couldn’t put it down - loved it !”

Matt Bristol, “Loved it :). I’m a big fan of Ben Mezrich. It’s a nice easy read & that’s his style. The
book content kept me hooked from start to finish.It’s not going to win awards & people will be
critical but if you like a book offers the great story line & detail of how Russia came into the
hands it has then get this book.I’ve read all the other books & it’s on par with all the others. Sex
on the moon is still my favourite though.”

Mae Fox, “A window into the world of Oligarchs and the ultimate power of the Kremlin.. An
interesting book which illuminates the dangers of becoming so wealthy in Russia, that you
believeit is possible to negotiate with President Putin.This book clarifies in detail the
consequences of defying the real power in Russia.Extremely good value as I purchased at a
discount and it was certainly worth my time!”

The book by Yanis Varoufakis has a rating of  5 out of 4.4. 1,556 people have provided feedback.
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